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( 
MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Principal references: 
R. s. 1944, Chapter 96, as amended by: 
P. L. 1949, Chaftter 69, sec. 1, and 
p • L • 19 51 ' I 111 • 
, Chapter 133,as amended by: 
P. L. 194.5, Chapters 63 and 293,Sl8 
P. L. 1947, Chapter 334, sees. 1 & 2 
P. L. 19.51, Chapter 84, sec. 4 
R. S., Chapter 
Accounting : 
Appeals: 
to county commissioners 
State Auditor to set up system and 
make post-audits 
by winner for larger award 
in general 
prosecute, failure to 
real estate 
( P.L. 1949, c. 349,sec. 126) 
withdrawal 
within 5 days 
without trial 
Arrest, warrant to be issued on complaint on any day, 
not excepting Sundays and holidays 
Bail 
Bank account, separate, must be maint ained by judge 
and receipts deposited within 72 hours 
Bond of judge 
Continuance: 
by clerk in absence of judge 
Costs: 
in criminal cases, 10 days at a time only 
in juvenile cases 
of copies 
schedule of 
(P.L.l949, c. 349, sec. 130) 
Costs and fees 
137 
16 
100 
98 
100 
133 
98 
133 
133 
133 
133 
133 
96 
96 
137 
133 
134 
136 
98 
96 
100 
133 
Court 
(See also Fines and Forfeitures) 
another re i mbursement for serv i ces , P.L. 1953, 158 
Section 
6 
3-IV 
1.58 
4-9 
8-10 
22 
1-3, 
23 
21 
24 
12 
3· 
1 
1 
6 
13 
10 
36 
11 
9 
1.56 
2.5-28 
Disclosure proceedings 
(P. L. 1951, cc. 1 and 306) 
Docket of fines, etc. 
Errors, no proceeding to be abated on ac count of 
Execu tiona in other counties 
Fees, fines, forfeitures, costs 
accounting for 
Judges: 
docket to be kept of 
must be deposited within 72 hours 
Appointment, Constitution, Article VI, 
sec. 8 (error in this regard 
in Article V, sec. 8 ) , and 
bank account, separate 
bond 
duties and powers 
disclosure proceedings, q. v. 
forcible entry and detainer 
juvenile cases 
municipal ordinances 
riots and complaints 
See also individual charters. 
justices of the peace ex officio 
quali fica ti ons 
restrictions on actions 
temporary P. L. 1951, c. 111. 
term, Constitution, Article VI, sec . 8. 
Jurisdiction: 
in general p • L. 1945 , c. 293, sec. 18, 
in juvenile cases 
p • L. 1945, Co 63 
Chapter 
107 
137 
100 
98 
133 
137 
137 
96 
96 
96 
137 
107 
109 
133 
133 
133 
98 
96 
96 
113 
& 96 
133 
136 
p. L. 1947, c. 334, sees. 1 & 2 
p. L. 1951, c. 84, sec. 4 
p • L. 1947, c. 171 
P . L. 1951, c. 147 
public assemblage, safety rules for 80 
See also individual charters 
Indictments not necessary 134 
2 
Section 
22-45 
7 
11 
8 
25-28 
5 & 7 
7 
1 
2 
1 
6 
69 
3 
2 ~ 7 
14 
12 
10 
2 
4 & 8 
34 
2 
2 - 7 
33 - 38 
83-XVIII 
1 
3 
Chapter Section 
Law Court cases, certification of 91 11 
Marriage, waivers of 5-day requirement 153 4 
Recorder (or clerk ) : powers i n absence of judge,PSL .l953, c . 140 
salary when acting as judge 96 3 
signature as authority 96 6 
facsimile, P. L. 19L~9, c. 69, sec. 1 
For appointment, see charters. 
Search warrants 133 15-18 
Terms, individual charters, and 133 1 juvenile cases 133 2, 4-7 
Venue, where parties reside in different counties 99 16 
Witnesses 133 19,20 
p • L. 1947, cc. 20, 265, sec. 1, and 
290. ( 
Writs: 
attachment of personal property 99 24 et se~. 
when returnable 96 
II 
" in another court 96 7 
( 
AtlBURN MUNir. I PAL COURT: 
Es t ab lished 
Amended re costs and fees 
term time 
jurisdiction, costs & fees 
'Revised completely 
jurisdiction 
Revised complet~ly 
partial ly 
jurisdiction 
salaries 
& clerk hire 
payable by county . 
court room and re¢ntal 
187.5 13.5 
186 
1881 51 
1883 282 
1891 1.52 
189.5 62 
1903 229 
191.5 194 
1919 3 
1929 4.5 
1947 1~-
1949 127 
19.51 126 
1953 120, sec . 1 * 
120, sec . 2 
l20,sec .3 
Judge and c l erk shal l both be r e sident in Auburn and 
shall be members of the Androscoggin bar. (191.5, c. 194, 
sections 1 and 4.) The clerk shall be appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of the Council for 
a 4- year term. (1915, c. 194, sec. 4.) 
Salaries 
Expenses 
Fees, fines and forfeitures 
Recorder , qua 
1955 
1957 
1957 
1957 
124 
160, ~ 39 
162 
81 
( 
AUGUSTA MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established by P. L. 1837, c. 260 
See City Charter, sections 11-15 P&SL 1849 224 
Amended re recorder's duties, juris-
diction; when trial justices may act 
jurisdiction 
salaries and fines, p • L. 
term time 
City charter revised, sections 13-l8 
" " " " 11-15 
Amended re jurisdiction and salaries 
recorder ' s salary 
1850 303 
1872 51 
1897 327 
1854 91 
1895 203 
1905 373 
1909 362 
1919 75 
1921 
1945 
127 
145 
judge ' s salar~; disposition of fees 
1945 149 
1957 160 " " recorder ' s salary increased 
and made payable by county 
1949 87 
1955 126 
1957 160 
From a provision in section 13, c. 362, P&SL 1909 that 
neither the judge nor the recorder shall act as counsel or 
attorney within the jurisdiction of the court, it may be 
inferre~ that both shall be members of the bar. 
Se. tion 12 provides tha t the rec order shall be a justice 
of the peace for the County of Kennebec; appointed by Governor, 
with advice and consent of the Council for a 4-year term. 
NOTE . Certain provis ions regarding all municipal courts, 
city marshals, police officers, etc., in Kenneb ec County are 
buried in the Augusta City Charter, revision of 1905' o. . ·:;, rt ., 
BANGOR MUNICIPAL COURT : 
J urisdiction 
Abolis~ed and POLICE COURT establ i shed 
See R. S . 1841, c . 98, Article I II 
Jurisd i ction; salaries and fees 
Amended 
J ustice of the peace, when to act 
Salaries and fees 
Abo l ished and MUNICIPAL COURT establ i shed 
Abolished and POLICE COURT re-established 
Recorder's salary 
Appointment and dut i es 
MUNICIPAL COURT re-establ i shed and made a 
court of record; jurisdi ction; 
recorder's powers; powers of court; 
fees, etc . 
Court room and salaries 
Juri sdiction 
and terms 
Laws revised and consol i dated 
P. L . 
P . L 
P&SL 
P.L . 
P&SL 
P&SL 
P. L. 
P&SL 
Recorder's powers in absence of judge, etc . 
Salaries , expenses and clerk hire 
court room 
, etc. 
Judge and recorder must be members of the bar, 
resident in the county , P. L. 1953, c . 89 
1835 557 
1839 566 
1841 111 
1842 12 
1872 188 
1841 111 
1839 565 
1854 1~~ 1855 
1856 20~ 1873 26 
1856 214 
1887 205 
1909 101 
1889 357 
1905 392 
1915 69 
1893 472 
1895 211 ,1953-
x~x~xxxk.ii 89 
1889 387 
541 
1891 251 
1915 
1919 
1923 
1927 
1929 
1945 
1947 
1949 
1955 
1957 
146 
33 
42 
107 
90 
96 
9 
112 
~§ 
160 
Clerk i s appoi nted for a 4-year term by Governor 
wi th adv i ce and consent of Councll, P&SL 1895, c . 211, 
( Provision that he shal l not act as counsel in any 
action cognizable by said court omi tted i n revision 
of 1953, c. 89, sec. 1) 
sec. 1 
· ( 
BAR HARBOR MUNTCIPAL COURT 
Estab l ished 1899 61 
Revi sed 1903 7 
Jurisdiction enl arged 1911 139 
Recorder ' s qualifications , powers and compen-
sation; judge ' s sal ary ; costs and fees 1915 203 
Rental and expenses 1949 160 
Judge 1 s sal ary 1951 116 
Recorder ' s salary 121 
Sal aries 1953 66 
Judge shall be a member of the bar of this State, 1899, c. 61. 
Recorder shall be appointed by Governor with consent of council 
for 4-year term, 1899, c. 61 sec. 2. He shall be a res ident of 
town of Eden (now Bar Harbor), and a member of the Hancock County 
Bar. 1915 ~ c. 203. 
' < 
BATH MUNICIPAL COUR~: 
Established 
Salaries and fees, provisions repealed 
See R. S. 1841, c. 98, Article II. 
P. L. 1834 
1835 
134 
167 
Powers continued; power to enforce 
added 
Jurisdiction 
Salary from city; fees to city 
Charter revised 
Amended 
Recorder; fees and costs 
salary 
Appearances; adjournment 
city by-laws 
P&SL. 
P . L. 
P&SL 
1847 
1854 
1850 
1895 
1899 
1901 
1897 
1903 
5 
73 
186 
135 
47 
104 
158 
516 
330 
1905 342 
Jurisdiction P. L. 1921 45 
Salaries P&SL 1919 109 
19a~ llO 
1921 130 
Charter of 1834 repealed and replaced 
Judge to perform duties of recorder in 
latter ' s absence 
Compensation for extra duties 
Recorder need not be a member of the bar 
Residence of judge must be in Sagadab oc County 
Salaries 
Term 
Judge shall be a member of the Sagadahoc Bounty 
bar and shall reside in said county, 194 7, c. 92. 
1937 64 
1943 55 
!~~~ ~4 
1945 117 
1947 
1941 
1943 
1945 
1947 
1953 
1955 
92 
32 
83 
116 
12Q 
4~ 
119* 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor , with cons ent 
of Council, to 4-year t erm, 1937, c. 64. 
Need not be a member of the bar, 1945 , c. 117. 
* Clerk hire 1957 160 
( 
( 
( 
BELFAST MUNICIPAL CO~~riginally POITCE COURT ) : 
Established, sections 11-15 1850 363 
Jurisdiction; warrants; powers of justice 
of peace during vacancy in office of 
judge P. L.l856 274 
Jurisdiction slightly limited, sec. 1 
Repealed 
Trial justices and justices of the peace 
not to act im Belfast except in case 
of death, illness or disability of 
judge, sec. 2 
Repealed 
P&SL 1863 
1864 
1863 
1870 
264 
403 
264 
460 
Name changed to MUNICIPAL COURT; new charter 
provided and inconsistent acts repealed 1878 26 
Charter of 1878 repealed, POLICE COURT re-
established and new charter provided 
Jurisdiction and salary 
'R ecords 
Court room to be provided by city 
Blanks, s tationery and record books to be 
provided by county commissioners 
POLICE COURT abolished and MUNICIPAL COURT 
re-established with complete new charter 
Judge ' s salary 
1879 
1885 
1889 
1907 
1909 
1911 
1915 
Judge must be an attorney resident in Belfastl921 
procedure and fees 
Salaries, fees, procedure; trial justices 
deprived of all jurisdiction im Belfast 
except as herein provided 1925 
Clerk of Courts of Waldo County fo be re-
corder with salary of $1400 in all P. L. 1927 
Name changed to WALDO COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT, 
180 
428 
123 
217 
302 
254 
18 
126 
104 
120 
q. v. P&SL. 1939 22 
v 
v 
( 
( 
BIDDEFORD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Year Chapter 
1855 Established p • L .• 151 
Revised chiefly as to jurisdiction p • L. 1856 235 
257 
4cts of 1856 repealed; charter amended P&SL 1857 6 
Judge to appoint recorder 
Certification of cases 1881 82 
Jurisdiction( 4nd fees often ) 1862 174 
1863 282 
1867 288 
1868 609 
1869 205 
(fees only) 1873 264 
1877 359 
1897 539 
1903 139 
1927 62 
Recorder appointed by Governor; resident of 
Biddeford; powers and duties; to serve until 
successor is appointed 1899 24 
Amended 1947, c. 154 ( absence of judge) and 1951 199 
Salaries 1887 247 
1899 24 
1903 422 
1917 147 
1931 85 
1945 97 
1947 154 
No residential qualification found for judge. Recorder to 
be resident in Biddeford, 1899, c. 24. Appointed by Governor 
to serve until successor is appointed in his stead. 1899, c. 24. 
( 
( 
( 
BREWER MUNI CIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Recorder, appointment, powers, salary 
, salary; clerk hire 
88 
146 
57 , §4 
92 
19L~9 
1951 
1953 
1955 
1957 160 
Judge to be a resident of Penobscot County and a member 
of the bar. 
Recorder to be a r es ident of Penobs cot County and a member 
of the bar . Appointed b y Governor with advice and consent of 
the Council , for a 4-year term. 
( 
( 
( 
BRUNSWICK MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Amended slightly 
Amended 
Revised (full text given ) 
P. L. 1850 
P. L. 1853 
P&SL. 1874 
195 
50 
565 
277 
Clerk hire 
Court room to be provided by county 
Salaries 
Recorder; a-Dpointment, powers, etc. 
Salaries 
Acting j udge 
Judge and recorder 
Writs returnable in 7 days 
Res . 
P&SL 
Judge and recorder both t o be residents of 
appointed by Governor with consent of Council; 
1903, c. 277; 1937, c. 60. 
Judge must be a duly qualified attor ney , 
Salaries 
1903 
1951 
1951 
1907 
1927 
1937 
1945 
1947 
1941 
1953 
169 
172 
114 
10$ 
60 
94 
103 
63 
64 
124 
48 
49 * 
39 
Brunswick, 
4-year terms. 
1957 70 
1955 
( 
( 
( 
CALAIS MUNICIPAL COURT (Originally Police Court): 
Established by sections 11-15 of city charter 1850 
Recorder may be appointed by judge 1852 
Jurisdiction limited P. L. 1856 
Repealed P&SL. 1857 
Made a court of record; judge to be a member 
of the bar resident in Calais, recorder a justice of the peace for the County of Wash-
ington. This is a complete revisi on. P&SL. 1868 
Name changed to Municipal Court of the City of 
Calais 1870 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor with 
consent of Council; resident in Calais; 
4 years. Name changed to Calais Municipal 
Court . 1878 
Court abolished; all records to be deposited with 
Clerk of Supreme Judicial Court for the county 1880 
Court revived by sections 23-40 of revised charter 
of City of Calais. Judge to b e a resident of 
Calais and to appoint his recorder, also a resi-
dent, for a 4-year term 
Jurisdiction 
defined as to territory 
Repealed 
P. L. 
P. L. 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor; resident 
in Calais P&SL. 
Salaries 
Judge and recorder both to be resident in 
Calais. 
Rec order to be appointed by Governor with 
consent of Council for 4-year term. 
1883-325 and 1919-50. 
1883 
1897 
1921 
1941 
1943 
1919 
1919 
1947 
1951 
1955 
1957 
I 
389 
611 
2~ 
53 
526 
72 
325 
5~t 
59 
67 
50 
50 
106 
148 
58 
59 
160 
( 
( 
CARIBOU MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Clerk hire 
Jurisdiction 
Recorder, appointed by judge; attorney; powers 
and duties 
duties and salary 
~ppointed by Governor, 4 years 
Salaries ( and costs) 
" 
1957 160 
Terms 
Charter revised as to signature on writs; ac-
counting for fees; judge's bond; juris-
diction, etc. 
1905 
1929 
1907 
1909 
1925 
1907 
1945 
1949 
1909 
1911 
1915 
1949 
1953 
1907 
1909 
1923 
1929 
Judge to be a member of the bar in this State 
1905, c. 352 
Recorder to be an attorney at law, 1907, c. 440. 
No limitation on residence. 
352 
99 
440 
357 
83 
440 
57 
159 
357 
94 
243 
17 
159 
63 
440 
357 
59 
99 
( DEERING MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established by city charter, sections 21-32 1889 506 
Amended as to terms 1893 633 
Abolished by annexation act; all cases and records 
transferred to Portland Hunicipal Court 1899 11 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
DEXTER MUNI CI PAL COURT: 
Established 1883 260 
Jurisdiction 1887 190 
190.5 388 
1917 39 
Recorder, appointment, powers and duties; 
vacancy; manner of payment 1931 106 
Salaries 1907 324 
1917 171 
1923 33 
and rent al r~~~ 51 
Terms 1887 169 
Judge to be a resident of Penobscot County, 1883, c. 260 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor with advice and 
consent of Council, 4-year ter m; to be a resident of Dex ter, 
duly qualified; v acancy may be filled by appointment by the 
.1udge; to be paid by judge, except when acting as judge, When 
he sha ll receive the judge's salary. 1931, c. 106. 
Ren tal 
Sal a r ies 
1957 
1955 
1957 
33 
86 
160 
sl * 
( 
( 
DOVER MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1889 
Judge to be a resident of the county; may 
appoint a recorder, who shall be resident 
in Dover or Foxcroft 
Jurisdiction 1899 
1903 
Recorder - manner of appointment; 4-year term 1901 
Stationery, etc., to be furnished by county 1903 
Court abolished by section 1 of Act creating the 
Piscataquis Municipal Court, q. v. 1911 
EAST THOMAS IDN !OOWN COURT: 
Established 
Repealed by Act establishing 
Rockland Municipal Court, q. v. 
P, L. 1849 
P. L. 1850 
507 
196 
73 
385 
147 
166 
128 
166 
( 
( 
( 
EASTPORT MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1903 219 
Judge, limit on power 1931 79 
Jurisdiction 1929 37 
p • L . 1941 59 
Repealed p • L. 1943 67 
Recorder, qualifications of P&S . 1911 88 , 
, salary when acting as 
judge; dockets, etc. 1919 81 
Salaries 1915 34 
1947 65 
1951 
1953 1~0 5 
1955 
J udge shall reside in Eastport, 1903, c. 219. 
Recorder need not be an attorney; to- be- appointed 
ey- j~age-for 4-year-term. 1911, c. 88 · Appoi ntment to 
be by Governor with advice and consent of Council . He 
sha ll reside i n Eastport and shall keep t~e record s of 
the cour t when requested to do so by the j udge . 1953, 
c . 135 . 
90 
* Salaries 
Residence of Judge -
1957 160 
1959 77 
"the legislative district in which said 
Eastport municipal court is located." 
19f3 ' 35 
* 
( 
( 
( 
ELLSWORTH MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established as ·poLICE COUR1r in sections 12-16, 1869 29 
Name changed to MUNICIPAL COURT and charter 
amended as to jurisdiction, terms, fees, 
writs, etc . Clerk of Supreme Judicial 
Court to be recorder ex officio 
Fines; appeals, etc. 
Jurisdiction; recorder's duties, etc. 
Salaries 
l'ecorder 1 s 
1876 
1877 
1903 
1929 
1929 
1945 
1951 
1953 
298 
357 
285 
101 
36 
111 
173 
53 * 
No restriction as to; residence, for obvious reasons. 
See 1876, c. 298. 
Salaries 1955 150 
( 
( 
( 
FAIRFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Repealed, section 10 
See 'WESTERN SOMERSET. 
1901 365 
1909 331 
( l FARMINGTON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1878 93 
Fees 1909 246 
1921 72 
Judge, absence of 1880 302 
Jurisdiction 1879 192 
Salaries 1921 140 
1925 40 
1931 41 
Terms 1919 40 
1925 60 
Name changed to FRANKLIN MUNICI PAL COURT, q. v.l943 75 
( I 
( 
( 
( 
FORT FAIRFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Es tab li shed 1929 
Charter revised 1947 
Salary, j udge 1953 
1957 
Judge and r ecorder shall both reside in Fort Fairfield. 
Recorder shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Council for a 4-year term. 1947, c. 163. 
67 
163 
65 
160 
( I 
( 
" 
FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Name changed from FARMINGTON MUNI CIPAL 
and charter 
Salaries and blanks, etc. 
; clerk hire 
COURT 
1943 75 
1945 81 
1949 95 
1955 132 
1957 160 
Judge shall be a resident of Franklin County, 1943, Co 75. 
There is no recorder. 
( 
( 
( 
GARD[NER MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established as POLICE COURT by sections 11-15, 
Jurisdiction 
1849 
1853 
1855 
1909 
1899 
Salaries and fees p. L. 
Name changed to GARDINER MUNICIPAL COURT 
Recorder, appointment, salary, etc. 
Warrants 
New charter 
Salaries and extra compensation 
1909 
1911 
1921 
~1929 
1945 
1947 
1949 
1955 
281 
163 
142 
306 
187 
306 
84 
247 
145 
15 
74 
151 
100 
127 
128 
1957 160 
Judge shall be a resident of Gardiner. 1911, c. 247, sec. 1 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor wit~ advice and consent 
of the Council for 4-year term, on the recommendation of the Judge; 
he shall be an attorney at law and a resident of Gardiner. 1911, c. 
247, sec. 2. 
( 
( ) 
l 
HALLOWELL MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established, with obe judge who may appoint 
a recorder at his own expense 
Inhabitants may vote t o repeal 
Judge t o continue for 2 years 
HALLOWELL POLICE COURT, sections 11-15 
Salaries and fees 
Act to repeal city charter ( lost on 
referendum) 
Recorder to be appointed by judge 
Rec ords 
HALLOWELL MUNICIPAL COURT: 
P. L. 
P. L. 
P&SL. 
p • L. 
P&SL. 
Recorder to be appointed by judge; to be a justice of 
the peace for the county. 1883, c . 333 . 
1835 
1837 
1850 
1855 
1879 
1883 
1873 
Salary of judge P&SL 1957 
146 
268 
299 
413 
135 
125 
333 
281 
40 
( 
( 
( 
HOULTON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Es tab1i shed 1911 154 
Charter revised 1945 63 
Salaries 1915 44 
1927 127 
1943 
1953 ~3 
1957 160 
Judge shall be a resident of Houlton, as shall the recorder, 
who is appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of 
the Council for a 4-year term. 
1945, c. 63. 
( ) 
( ' 
( 
KENNEBEC COUNTY 
ALL COURTS 
See NOTE a t end of index of AUGUSTA MUNICIPAL COURT for 
certain provisions applicable to all courts in the County. 
( 
( 
( 
KENNEBUNK MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Salaries 
1923 
192.5 
1953 
1.5 
.53 
76 
29 
1957 160 
Both judge and recorder shall be residents of the municipal 
district and members of the York County bar in good standing . 
The recorder is appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Council, for a 4-year term. 1923 , c. 1.5. 
( 
( 
( 
LEWISTON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1859 
See also city charter, s actions 11-15 1861 
Amended 1863 
New charter 1871 
Jurisdiction 1872 
Procedure; recorder to be appointed by Governor 
Revised 
Clerk hire 
Fees, f i nes, etc. 
Jurisdiction and salaries 
" 
II appeals 
Salaries and clerk hire 
Terms 
Salaries, clerk hire and rental to be paid by 
County; judge 1 s salary increased ~ judge t o 
remajn a member of Lewiston participating 
distr ict for retirement purposes . 
Recorder ' s salary; clerk hire 
Judge to be a resident of Lewiston, 1871, c. 636j 
1874 
1951 
1891 
1887 
1919 
1880 
1891 
1903 
1905 
1907 
1913 
1915 
1919 
1921 
1923 
1925 
1943 
1945 
1949 
1897 
1929 
1953 
1955 
Clerk to be appointed by Governor with advice and consent 
of the Council, for a 4-year term. He shall be a resident of 
Lewiston. 1872,c. 177. 
!.'1ri tle changed from c l erk to recorder ; powers, regular, 
and powers in absence of judge 1953 
Sal ari es, judge 1955 
1957 
359 
105 
221 
248 
636 
157 
177 
626 
120 
12 
88 
2 
246 
30 
370 
34 
444 
232 
20 
103 
128 
23 
38 
35 
76 
78 
lli89 190 ~(· 
525 
75 
Stationery, etc. 1957 151 
( 
( 
l 
LINCOLN (COUNTY ) MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1913 239 
Terms P, L. 1939 296 
Clerk of courts to act as clerk P. L, 1921 214 
I ' II •( , 1/ t Ll 
"' 1cr.z::.- )/ 
Fees P&SL. 1917 31 
Recorder ' s powers, etc. 1917 31 
P. L. 1939 296 
Salaries P , L. 1927 89 
1939 296 
1943 58 
R. s. 1944 79 
sec. 114. 
P. L. 1947 90 
P&SL. 1955 14 
1957 160 
Judge to an inhabitant of Lincoln County, an attorney 
in active practice at the time of his appointment. 1913, c. 239 . 
Clerk shall reside in Linc oln County. See Clerk of Courts, 
supra. 
( 
( 
( 
LINCOLN (TOWN OF ) MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Salaries 
Fines, overloading 
1947 
1949 
1951 
1953 
1955 
1957 
P. L. 1957 
Judge shall reside at Lincoln. See charter. 
85 
86 
158 
57 82 
102 
160 
221 
Recorder shall be appointed by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Council for a 4-year term. He 
shall reside at Lincoln. 1947, c. 85. 
( 
( 
( 
LISBON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Salary 
Supplies to be furnished by county 
Judge shall reside in Lisbon, 1941, c. 51. 
There is no recorder. 
1941 51 
1947 174 
1955 116 
1955 116 
( 
( 
( 
LIVERMORE FALLS MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1899 120 
Fees and salary 1913 233 
Jurisdiction and appeals 1919 34 
1927 117 
Charter revised 1931 38 
1915 73 
1947 173 
Salary and exDenses 
1955 117 
Clerk hire 1957 160 
Judge shall reside in the court area, 1899, c. 120 and 
1931, c. 38. 
There is no recorder. 
( 
( 
MADAWASKA MUNICIPAL COURT; TOWN OF 
Established 
Salaries 
"Town of" dropped from name 
Judge and recorder shall both be residents of 
Madawaska. 
Recorder to .be appointed by the Governor with 
the consent of the Council for a 4 -year term. 
1955 74 
1957 160 
1957 84 
( 
( 
( 
MADISON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Es tabltshed 
Abolished by section 10 of 
See PISCATAQUIS MUNI CIPAL COURT. 
1907 4.37 
1909 331 
( 
( 
( 
MILLINOCKET MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Town may provide courtroom; county shall 
provide stationery, blanks, etc. 
1909 393 
1913 220 
County to pay rent for courtroom 
Salaries 
19~7 19 3 33 57 §3 
( including clerk hire) 
Trial justices, powers of in absence of 
judge 
1915 
1925 
1945 
1947 
1951 
i9~1 
1929 
19 
54 
90 
98 
160 
1~0 
55 
Judge shall reside in Millinocket, 1909, c. 393. 
Recorder may be appointed by Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Council for a 4-year term. He shall 
be a resident of Millinocket. 1909, c. 393. 
~3 
( 
( 
MILO MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Fees and salary 
Abolished 
See PISCATA~UIS MUNICIPAL COURT. 
1907 436 
1909 111 
1911 166 
( 
( 
( 
NEWPORT MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established l f\ 99 
Fees 1905 
Jurisdiction; terms; powers of trial justices 1901 
Salary 1945 
1953 
Statia,nery, etc., to be provided by 
County 1905 
Judge shall reside in Newport, 1899, c. 23. 
He may appoint a recorder who shall be a trial 
justice for the County, 1899, c. 23. 
23 
293 
488 
110 
57 
292 
Sa l ary 1955 e5 
1957 160 
§5 * 
( . 
{ 
( 
NORTHERN AROOSTOOK MUNICI PAL COURT: 
Established 1911 178 
Jurisdiction 1913 162 
Terms 1943 53 
Repealed and replaced 1947 38 
Salaries 1951 180 
1953 102 
1955 131 
1957 160 
Judge shall reside in F ort Kent, as shall the recorder, who 
shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice andoonsent 
of the Council for a 4 - year term. 1947, c. 38. 
NOTE . All provisions inconsistent with charter of 
Van Buren Munic : pal Court repealed, 1939, c . 18 . 
( 
( 
( 
NORTHERN CUMBERLAND MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1919 48 
Salaries 1921 131 
1937 68 
1939 112 
f~~J 1&8 
1955 133 
1957 160 
Rental 1957 149 
Judge shall reside in the municipal district . 
Upon the judge·' :s recommendation the Governor may 
with the advice and consent of the Council appoint a 
recorder f or a 4-year term (no res triction as to resi-
dence ) . 
( 
( 
( 
NORWAY MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1885 508 
Jurisdiction 1887 134 
1893 527 
1901 425 
1903 392 
1937 29 
Recorder 's office established 1937 29 
Records, fees, etc. 1907 403 
Salaries 1931 98 
1945 88 
1947 1~6 1951 1 2 
1955 115 * 
Terms 1895 23 0 
1907 443 
Judge shall reside in Oxford County, 1885, c. 508. 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor with the a dvice 
and consent of the Council for 4 years. No restriction as 
to residence. 1937, c. 29. 
*Salaries 1957 160 
OLD TOWN MUNI CI PAL COURT: 
Estab l ished 1887 177 
Jurisdiction, costs and fe es 1889 .532 
II 
, judge ' s residence, e tc. 1891 198 
Court room; costs 189.5 6 
Jurisdiction; court room; fees, costs 1897 404 
Amendments consolidated 1903 1.53 
Juri s diction 1907 384 
Rental 1947 34 
Salaries 1917 173 
1937 83 
1945 89 ( including clerk hire) 1947 91 
1949 92 
19.51 156 
1955 88 
1957 160 
( I 
J udge shall reside in Penobscot County , 1903, c. 153. 
No provision for recorder. 
( ' 
( 
( 
PISCATA~UIS MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Clerk of courts to act as recorder 
Jurisdiction 
Salary and fees 
Inconsistent portions repealed by 
1919, c. 102, supra 
Salary 
1911 
1919 
1927 
1915 
1945 
i~51 
166 
102 
7 
189 
30 
121 
160 
Judge to be an inhabitant of Piscataquis County, 1911, c. 166 
Clerk of courts to aetas recorder, 1919, c. 102. 
( 
( 
( I 
PITTSFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1901 440 
Fees, etc. 1909 336 
Jurisdiction of trial justices limited 1935 4 
Salary and court room 1923 34 
Salary of judge 
and clerk h ire 
1931 
1951 
1953 
1957 
Judge to be a member of the Somerset County bar. 
113 
159 
50 
160 
He may appoint a recorder Who shall be a trial justice 
for the County of Comerset, duly qualified. 
1901, c. 440 . 
( 
( ' 
( 
Established 
Amended 
Salary 
PORTLA~ID MUNICIPAL COURT 
Warrants is sued in judge ' s absence 
See also R. s . 1841, c. 98, Article I. 
Abolished and POLICE COURT established 
MUNICIPAL COTTRT re-established and POLICE COURT 
abolished 
Chapter 
P. L, 1825 294 
1826 324 
1828 381 
P&SL . 1845 146 
1829 26 
P. L. 1855 159 
1856 204 
This charter, as amended and suppiliemented, is s till 
in force. See separate analys i s fol lowing 
this index and copy of charter as amended.) 
Blanks and stationery 
Clerk hire 
Costs , fees and fines 
(Fines to be accounted for and ~aid 
in monthly, P. L. 1883 , c. 235) 
Judge ' s powers, limitation on 
Repealed and replaced 
" 
Jurisdiction 
Amended 
" "' 
citati on corrected 
Repmaled and rep l aced 
" " " 
" " " 
P&SL. 1891 
188 7 
P. L. 1915 
P&SL . 
P . L. 1917 
1919 
1921 
1925 
1931 
1943 
1945 
1947 
1949 
1951 
150 - 2 
274 
337 
22 
242 
214 
219 
5 
27 
183 
225 
254 
350 
274 
P&SL. 1891 150 
P. L. 1895 134-5 
R. S. 1944 96-9 
P . L. 1856 
P&SL . 1862 
P. L. 1895 
1919 
1856 
1883 
1887 
1889 
1895 
1915 
1925 
204-3 
151 
134-3 
52 
204-2 
163 
28 
158 
134 
254 
139 
( I 
( 
( 
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Recorder, duties in linuor cases P&SL. 1887 274 
1897 360 
1915 22 
1937 21 
1945 99 
, powers 
1949 156 
p • L • 1856 204 
secs.4 & 
10 
P&SL. 1862 151 
1863 290 
P. L. 1887 28-ilt 
1895 134-3 
1901 157 
1915 253 
1919 52 
, qualifications 1856 204-10 
1859 57 
P&SL. 1862 151 
, vacancy -P ..... ~.--~g~@ 
P&SL. 
Sa1ari es p. L. 
P&SL 
p • L. 
P&SL. 
J ?e j 1 q ~ 7 - :2 
1957 160 
Twmns P • L. 
Trial justice~, powers in absence of judge 
1879 151 
1856 
1857 
204-17 
50 
1858 1 
148 
1860 172 
1879 150 
1887 274 
1891 150 
1897 360 
515 
1915 22 
23 
1925 61 
1937 21 
1943 52 
62 
1945 98 
99 
1949 156 
207 
1953 59 
157 
1955 190 
1856 204-9 
1859 57 
1889 210 
1856 204 
secs.l2-15 
Writs, when returnable ( all municipal courts 
1856 204-9 
1876 138 
, attachments on, see general act . 
No residential qualifications for either judge or recorder. 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor and Council (except 
temporary appoin~ment by judge . 0ee Recorder, vacancy, supra. 
( 
( ) 
( 
CHARTER OF PORTLAND MUNICIPAL COURT 
AS AMENDED 
P. L. 1856, Chapter 204. 
An act to establish a municipal court in the city of Portland. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Legislature assembled, as follows: 
Sect. 1. There is hereby established a municipal court for the 
citv of Portland, to consist of one judge, Who shall be appointed, 
commissioned and qualified, in the manner provided by the constitu-
tion of this state. 
Sect. 2. (P. L. 1925, c. 139). Said court shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction of all civil actions in which the debt or damages de-
manded do not exceed twenty dollars, and both parties, or the defen-
dant, or a person summoned in good faith as trustee, reside in the 
city of Port land, and of cases of forcible entry and detainer, where 
the property demanded is in said city; and of all criminal offenses, 
and misdemeanors committed in said city as are cognizable by munici-
pal or police courts or trial justices, or are within the additional 
,jurisdiction and authority conferred upon this court . In actions 
against two or more defendants or trustees, residing in different 
counties, where one defendant or trustee resides in this county con-
current jurisdiction with other trial justices or municipal or police 
courts in the county where either of the defendants reside, as is 
provided in section sixteen of chapter eighty-six and section five 
of chapter nine~-one of the revised statutes· (of 1916), and con-
current with other trial justices or municipam or police courts in 
the county of Cumberland, over all matters and things, civil and 
criminal, within their jurisdiction, where exclusive jurisdiction is 
not otherwise conferred by law, and concurrent jurisdiction with the 
superior court in the county of Cumberland, in all personal actions 
including actions of replevin when a defendant or person summoned 
in good faith as trustee resides in the county of Cumberland, where 
the debt, da111ages or goods demanded, exclusive of costs, exceed 
twenty dollars and do not exceed three hundred dollars. This juris-
diction shall not include actions in which the title to real estate 
according to pleadings filed by either party, is in question, ex-
ceptfng as is provided in chapter ninety-nine of the revised statutes 
(of 1916), sections six and seven, and excepting as is provided in 
chapter ei ghty-eight of the revised statutes ( of 1916) , section three. 
All provisions of the statutes of this state relative to the attach-
ment of real estate and personal property and the levying of execu-
tions, shall be applicable to actions in this court, and executions 
on judgments rendered therein. Said court is hereby authorized to 
administer oaths, render judgments, issue executions, certify copies 
of its records, punish for contempt and compel attendance as in the 
superi or court of this county. 
( 
( 
( 
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Sect. J. (P . L. 1919, c. 52). Judge or recorder not to act 
as counsel in any case cognizable by said court. The judge or 
recorder shall not act as counsel or attorney in any case, cause, 
matter or thing which depends upon or relates to any cause ex-
clusively cognizable by said court, or which is actually brought 
in said court, although concurrently cognizable by some other court. 
But said judge or recorder may so act however in matters or causes 
which while cognizable by said municipal court are actually brought 
in another court having concurrent jurisdiction. 
Sect. 4,(as amended by P. L. 1889, c. 158 and P. L. 1895, c. 
134, 13 ). The said court may take co~nizance of simple larcenies, 
where the property allegedt o be stolen shall not exceed in value, 
fifty dollars, and of offenses described in sections six , seven 
and nine of chapter one hundred and twenty of the revised statutes 
(of 1R83), and in sections one and four of chapter one hundred and 
twenty-six of the revised statutes, where the value of the property 
does not exceed fifty dollars; of offenses desc ibed in section four 
of chapter one hundred and thirty-two of the revised statutes, and 
of all violations of the tramp law, where they are not of a high and 
aggravated nature, and on conviction, may punish by fine not exceed-
ing twenty dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not ex-
ceeding six months; and of offenses described in section our of 
chapter one hundred and forty-one of the revised statutes, and on 
conviction, may punish by imprisonment in the county or city house 
of correction, not exceeding six months . And have exclusive juris-
diction of all offenses against the by-laws of the city; and in pro-
secutions on such by-laws, they need not be recited in the complaint, 
nor in allegations therein be more particular than in prosecutions 
on a public statute. 
Sect . 5. The same proceedings may be had in the same manner, 
against persons keeping houses of ill fame , for the purposes of 
lewdness or prostitution, on complaint, as before a justice of the 
peace. 
Sect. 6. Any person may appeal from a sentence, or judgment 
against him, to the then next term, for civil or criminal business, 
as the cas e may require, of the court havin~ jurisdiction within 
said county , bv appeal from justices of the pe ace; and such appeal 
shall be taken and nros ecuted in the same manner as from a sentence 
or judgment of a justice of the peace. 
Sect. 7. (P. L. 1R87, c. 28, sec. 3 ). All fines, forfeitures, 
penalties and cos ts impos ed by this court, shall be paid to the 
recorder of said court, and be by him accounted for and paid over, 
as is now required by law of trial justices and judg es of municipal 
and police courts. Said recorder shall gi ve the bond now required 
by l a w of trial justices and judges of municipal and police courts, 
by section two of chapteD three hundred and ei ~ht, public laws of 
eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and shall be subject to all the 
require~ents and penalties therein contained. 
( 
( I 
Sect. 8. The court shall have ;urisdiction, though the 
penalty demanded in any action or prosecution accrues to the 
city of Portland. 
Sect. 9 ( as amended b1 P. L. 1859, c. 57; P. L. 1889, c. 
210; and P . L. 1925, c. 12). Hour for h olding criminal sessi ons 
may be changed from nine o ' clock A. ~~ . The municipal court shall 
be held every day at nine o ' clock in the forenoon, Sundays and 
day s on which no courts can be held, excepted; provided, however, 
that the judge of said court may when in his judgment it seems 
convenient or expedient, designate some time in the forenoon 
other than nine o ' clock for holding criminal sessions of said 
court on sad days; all civil processes shall be ~eturnable on 
Tuesday of each week and at no other time; provided, that no 
civil process begun prior to January one , in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and ninety, made returnable on a Monday, 
the present ci vil day, but otherwise in legal form and l egally 
served shall be abated, but said action may be entered in said 
court on the following Tuesday and the s ame proceedings then had 
as though origina lly made returnable on tha t day. 
Sect. 10. The re shall be a recorder of the court, who shall 
always be a justice of the peace , and duly qualified as such, and 
he shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice of 
the council ; h e shall be duly sworn as recorder, and shall keep 
a fair record of the proceedings of the court, and deliver copies, 
when required, for the same fees which are allowed to justices of 
the peace. 
(P. L. 1859, c . 57 ) All writs issued by said court shall be 
unde r its seal and bear test of the judge, and shall be signed 
by the recorder. 
( P&SL 1879, c. 151, new section, not numbered ) . In case of 
a vacancy in the office of recorder of the municipal court for 
the city of Portland in the county of Cumberland, by death or 
otherwise, the judge of said court may appoint some suitable per-
son to perform the duties of that office until the vacancy shall 
be filled in the manner provided by law. 
Sect. 11, as amended by P&SL 1863, c . 290; P. L. 1887, c. 28, 
sec. 4; P . L. 1901, c . 157, sec. 1; and P . L . 1925, c . 9. Judge 
may direc t :recor der t o ac t wh en j udge is present. When the .judge 
is absent or is interested, or when the judge is presen t and so 
directs, it shall be the dut y of the recorder, and he sfualTh have 
authority to exercise all the powers of\ the judge. 
Sect. 12. If the judge and recorder are both necessarily 
absent, the judge may desi gna te some j ustice of the peace duly 
qualified, to perform the duties of his office; or if the judge 
should not so designate a justice of the peace, the recorder may 
do it . 
( 
( 
l 
Sect. 13. (P. L. 1915, c. 253 ). When the office of judge 
shall be vacant, the recorder shall finish the business pending 
before the court, and shall have jurisdiction over all new busi-
nesw and carry on the business of the court during any vacancy 
in the office of judge . The recorder shall further have and 
enjoy all the powers and privileges during his term of off ice 
that are now accorded to the judge. 
Sect. 14. No justice of the peace residing in the city of 
Portland , except during the vacan_cy in the office of t he judge 
of said court, as mentioned in the preceding section, shall in 
any manner take cognizance of, or exercise jurisdiction over any 
crime or offense, or in any civil action, wherein the judge is not 
a party interested; nor accept or receive any f ee or reward there-
for; and any such justice of the peace, by violating this section, 
shall forfeit twenty dollars, to be recovered on indictment. 
Sect . 15. But nothing in the preceding section shall be con-
strued as prohibiting the justices of the pe ace, resi~ing in Port-
land, from exer~ising at all times, all the power and iurisdiction 
piven them bv any laws of the United States. 
Sect. 16. (P. L. 1901, c. 157, sec. 2). The recorder shal l 
hee r complaints in all criminal matters and in accusations in 
bastardy, dra\IT all complaints and sign all warrants, take bail, 
and make and sign all processes of commitment, but the same shall 
be heard and determined as now provided by law; such bail may be 
taken by the judg e and such complaints , accusations, warrants and 
processes of commitment drawn and signed by the judge of said 
court shall be equally valid. 
Sect. 17. (This section origina lly provided salaries for the 
,judge and recorder with no provision for clerk hire. The presently 
applicable statutes follow .) 
P&SL 1953, c.157, sec. 2. The salary of the judge of said 
court shall be $L~, 000 per annum, in full for all services. 
P&SL 1953, c. 59. The salary of the recorder of the municipal 
court for the city of Portland shall be $3,500 per annum, which 
shall be in full for all services , and it shall be t he duty of 
said recorder to make and present all copies of libels and moni-
tions in liquor cases. 
P . L. 1953, c.151 , amending R. S. 1944, c. 79, 8269. "for 
~lerk in the office of the recorder qf the Port l and muni~ip~l court, ~5,096, and for special clerk hire, ~1,500, said sum of ~1, ~00 to 
be available for a period of 2 years only; •• " 
(Section 18 of the original charter provided for the appoint-
ment, qualification, etc ,, of the first judge and disposition of 
pending actions. 
Section 19 provided tha t the records of the Port l and Police 
Court should be deposited with the judge of t h e Municipal Court, etc. 
Section 20 provided that the charte r should take effect upon 
approval by the Governor. He appro~ed it on February 20, 1856.) 
I 
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P. L. 1856, c. 204 . 
An act to establish a municipal court in the city of Portland. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Le~islature assembled, as follows: 
Sect. 1. There is hereby established a municipal court for the 
city of Portland, to consist of one judge, who shall be appointed, 
com•nissioned and qualified, in the manner provided by the cons ti-
tution of this state. 
Sect. 2. He shall, except where interested, exercise juris-
diction over all such matters and things within the county of 
Cumberland, as justices of the peace may exercise, and under 
similar restrictfons and limitations; and concurrent jurisdiction 
with justices of the peace and quorum in case of forcible entry 
and detainer in said county; and exclusive jurisdic~ion where 
both parties interested, or the plaintiff and a person sued as 
trustee, are inhabitants of Portland. 
REPEALED AND REPLACED by P. L. 1887, c,. · 28. sec. 1: 
"Said court. shall have exclusive original jurisdiction of all 
civil actions in which the debt or damages demanded do not exceed 
twenty dollars, and one or both parties, or a person summoned in 
good faith as trustee, reside in the citv of Portland, and of all 
cases of -forcible entry and detainer where the property demanded 
is in said city; and of all criminal offenses and misdemeanors 
committed in said ci t.tv~; · as are cognizable by trial justices, or 
are within the additional jurisdic~ion and authority conferred upon 
this court; and concurrent jurisdiction with other municipal and 
police courts and t~ial justices of the~ounty of Cumberland, over 
all matters and things:, clvil and criminal l-dthin their jurisdic-
tion, where exclusive jurisdiction is not conferred by law." 
AME~IDED, P. L. 1895, c. 134, sec. 1, to read: 
"Sect. 2. Saidcourt shall have exclusive jurisdiction. of all 
civil actions in which the debt or damages demanded do not exceed 
twenty dollars, and both parties, or the defendant, or a person 
summoned in good faith as trustee, reside in the city of Portland, 
and of all cases of forcible entry and detainer, where the property 
demanded is in said city; and of all criminal offenses and misdemeanor• 
committed in said city as are cognizable by municiDal or police 
courts or trial justices, or are within the additional jurisdiction 
and authority conferred upon this court. In actions agamnst two or 
more defendants or trustees, residing in differ ent counties, where 
one defendant or trustee, resides in this county, concurrent juris-
diction with other trial justices or municipal or police courts, in 
the county where either of the defendants reside, as is provided in 
section sixteen, chapter eighty-one, and section five of chapter 
eiphty-six of the revised statutes of this state, and concurrent 
with other trial ,justices or municipal or police courts in the 
countv of Cumberland, over all matters and things, civil and crimi-
nal within their jurisdiction, where exclusive juris diction is not 
otherwise confe~red by law; and concurrent jurisdiction with the 
superior court in the county of Cumberland, in all personal actions 
including actions of replevin when a defendant or person summoned 
in good faith as trustee, resides in the county of Cumberland, 
where the debt, damages or goods demanded, exclusi ve of costs, 
( 
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exceed twenty dollars and do not exceed fifty dollars. This juris-
diction shall not include actions in which the title to r eal estate 
according to pleadings filed by either party, is in question, ex-
cepting as is provided in chapter ninety-four of the revised 
statutes, sections six and seven, and excepting as is provided in 
chapter eighty-three of the revised statutes, section four. All the 
provisions of the statutes of this state relative to the attachment 
of real estate and personal property and the levying of executions, 
shall be applicable to actions in this court, and executions on 
judgments rendered therein. Said court is hereby authorized to ad-
minister oaths, render judgments, issue executions, certify copies 
of its records, punish for contempt and compel attendance as in the 
superior court of this county.'' 
REPEALED AND REPL ACED, P. L. 1915, Co 254: . 
"Section 2. Said court shall have exclusive jurisdiction of 
all civil actions in which the debt or damages demanded do not 
exceed twenty dollars, and both parties, or the defendant, or a 
person summoned in good faith as trustee, reside in the city of 
Portland, and of all cases of forcible entry and detainer, where 
the property demanded is in said city; and of all criminal of-
fenses, and misdemeanors committed in said city as are cognizable 
by municipal or police courts or trial justices, or are within the 
additional jurisdiction and authority conferred upon thi s court. 
In actions against two or more defendants or trustees, residing 
in different counties, where one defendant or trustee resides in 
this county concurrent jurisdiction with other trial justices or 
municinal or police courts in the county where either of the de-
fendants re s ide, as is provided in section sixteen of chapter 
eignty-three and section five of chapter eighty-eight of the 
Revised Statutes of this State, and concurrent with other trial 
justices or municipal or police courts in the county of Cumberland, 
over all matters and things, civil and criminal, within their juris-
diction, where exclusive jurisdiction is not otherwise conferred by 
law; and concurrent jurisdiction with the Superior court in the 
count~ of Cumberland, in all personal actions including actions of 
renlevin when a defendant or person summoned in good faith as 
trustee resides in the county of Cumberland, where the debt, damages 
or p,oods demanded, exclusive of costs, exceed twenty dollars and 
do not exceed two hundred dollars. This iurisdiction shall not in-
clude actions in which the title to real estate according to plead-
ings filed by either party, is in question, excepting as i~ provided 
in chapter ninety-six of the Revised Statutes, sections six and 
s~ven, and excepting as is provided in chapter eighty-five of the 
Revised Statutes, section three. All the provisions of the statutes 
of this State relative to the attachment of real estate and personal 
property and the levying of executions, shall be applicable to ac-
tions in this court, and executions on judgments rendered therein. 
Said court is hereby authorized to administer oaths, render judg-
ments, issue executions, certify copies of its records, punish for 
contempt and compel attendance as in the Superior court of this 
county." 
{ 
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REPEALED AND REPLACED, P. L. ·1925 c·. 139: 
"Said court shall have exclusive Jurisdiction of all civil 
actions in- which the debt or damages demanded do not exceed twenty 
dollars, and both parties, or the aefendant, or a person summoned 
in P-OOd faith as trustee, reside in the city of Portland, and of 
cases of forcible entry and detainer, where the property demanded 
is in said city; and of all criminal of fenses, and mi sdemeanors 
committed in said city as are cognizable by municipal or police 
courts or tr1al justices, or are within the additional jurisdic-
tion and authority conferred upon this court. In actions against 
two or more defendants or trustees, res iding in different counties, 
where one defendant or trustee resides in this county concurrent 
iurisdiction with other trial justices or municipal or police 
courts in the county where either of the defendants reside, as is 
provided in section sixteen of chapter et p-hty-six and section five 
of chapter ninety-one of the revised statutes, and concurrent with 
other trial ,justices or municipal or police courts in the county 
of Cumberland, over all matters and things, civil and criminal, 
within their jurisdictiorn , where exclusive jurisdiction is not 
otherwise conferred by law, and concurrent juris diction with the 
superior court in the county of Cumberland, in all personal actions 
including actions of replevin when a defendant or person summoned 
in good faith as trustee resides in the county of Cumberland, where 
the debt,, damages or goods demanded, exclusi-ve of costs, exceed 
twenty dollars and do not exceed three hundred dollars. This juris-
diction shall not include actions in v.hich the title to real estate 
according to pleadings filed by either party, is in question, ex-
cepting as is provided in chapter ninety-nine of the revised statutes, 
sections ~ix and seven, and excepting as is · provided in chapter 
eighty-eight of the revised statutes, section three. All provisions 
of the statutes of this state relative to the attachment of real 
estate and personal property and the levyin? of executions, shall 
be applicable to actlons in this court, and execut :ions on judp-ments 
rendered therein. Said court is hereby authorized to administer 
oaths, render judgments, issue executions, certify copies of its 
records, punish for contempt and compel attendance as in the 
superior court of this county. 11 
\ 
Sect. 3. He shall not, i n any case, act as counselor or 
attorney in any court. 
REPEALED, P&SL. 1862, by c. 151 and following enacmd: 
Sect. 3. He shall not act as counsel or attorney in any case 
within the jurisdiction of said court, nor in any cause, matter or 
thing which may depend upon or relate to any cause cognizable by 
said court. 
REPEALED AND REPLACED, P. L. 1895, c. 134, sec. 2: 
"Sect. 3. The judge or recorder shall not act as counsel or 
attorney in any case, cause, matter or thing which depends upon 
or relates to any cause coP-;nizable by said court." 
REPEAL~D AND REPLACED, P. L. 1919, c. 52: 
"Judge or recorder not to •act as counsel in any case cognizable 
by said court. The judge or recorder shall not act as counsel or 
attorney in any case, cause, matter or thing which depends upon 
or relates to any cause exclusively cognizable by said court, or 
which is actually brought in said court, although concurrently 
cognizable by some other court. But said judge or recorder may 
so act however in matters or cau~es which while cognizable by 
said municipal court are actually brought in another court having 
-concurrent jurisdiction." 
Sect. 4. The said court may take cognizance of simple 
larcenies, when the property alleged to be stolen shall not 
exceed in value twenty dollars, and on convictionaward such 
sentence as is by law provided for such offenses; and have 
exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses against the by-laws of 
said city; and in prosecutions on such by-laws, they need not 
be recited in the complaint, nor the allegations therein be more 
particular than :tn prosecutions on a public· statute. 
P. L. 1883, c. 163, amended to read: 
11 ~1he said court may take cognizance of simple larcenies, when 
the property alleged to be stolen shall not exceed ln \~lue, thirty 
dollars; of offenses described in section four of chapter one hun-
dred and thirty-two of the revised statutes (N.B. These are assault 
and battery, breaches of the peace, and town by-laws.), when they 
are not of a high and aegravated nature, and, on conviction, may 
punish by fine not exceedibg twenty dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the county jail not exceeding six months. And of offenses 
described in section four of chapter one hundred and forty-one 
of the revised statutes (vagabonds, fortune tellers, brawlers, etc.), 
and, on conviction, may punish by imprisonment in the county or 
city house of correction, not exceeding six months. And have 
exclusive jurisdiction of all offenses against the by-laws of said 
city; and in prosecutions on such by .-laws, they need not be reel ted 
in the complaint, nor in allegations therein be mo~e particular 
than in prosecutions on a public .statute. 11 , , .- •. 1" 
1 6 01
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P. L. 188 7, co 28 , sec • 2, 11amends tb reads <- • I 'l Lf, ~ ~ 
"Sect. 4. The said court may take cognizan~e of simple lar-
cenies, wher~ the property alleged to be stolen shall not exceed 
in value, -thf~y dollars, and of offenses described in sections 
six, seven and nine of chapter one hundred and nineteen-!l-Of the 
revised statutes, and ins actions one and four of chapter one 
hundred and twenty-six of the revised statutes, where the value 
of the property doe.s not exceed fifty dollars; of offenses de-
scribed in section fon~ of chapter one hundred and thirty-two of 
the revised statutes, and of all violations of the tramp law, 
where they are not of a high and aggravated nature, and on con-
viction, may punish by fine not exceeding twenty dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months; and of 
of:fens es described in s eo tion :four of chapter one hundred and 
forty-one of the revised statutes, and on conviction, may punish 
by imprisonment in . the county or city house of correction, not 
exceeding six months. And have exclusive jurisdiction of all of-
fenses a~ainst the by-laws of the city; and in prosecutions on 
such by-laws, they need no t be recited in the complaint, nor ih 
allegations therein be more particular than in prosecutions on a 
public statute • 11 
·:} Corrected to c. 120, P.L. 1889, c. 158. 
{ 
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AMF.NDED, P. L. 1895, c. 134, sec. 3 to strike out 11 thil'tytt 
in the third line and insert "fifty". 
Sect. 5. The same proceedings may be had in the same 
manner, against persons keeping houses of ill fame, for the 
purposes of lewdness or prostitution, on compliant, as before 
a justice of the peace. 
( 
Sect. 6. ' Any person 1.may appeal from a sentence, or judg-
ment against him, to the then next term, for civil or cdminal 
businAss, as the case may re 11uire, of the ·Court having jurisdic-
tion within said county, by appeal from justices of the peace; 
and such appeal shall be taken and prosecuted in the same 
manner as from a sentence or judgment of a justice of the peace. 
Sect. 7. All fines and penalties awarded by said judge, 
shall be accounted for and paid over, as in case of those 
awarded by a justice of the peace. 
REPEALED AND . REPLACED, P. L. 1887, c. 28, sec. 3, by: 
"All fines, forfeitures, penS:lties and costs imposed by this 
court, shall be paid to the recorder of said court, and be by 
htm accounted for and paid over, as is now required by law of 
trial justices and judges of municipal and police courts. Said 
recorder shall eive the bond now required by law of trial 
justices. and judges of municipal and police courts, by section t~o of 
chapter three hundred and eifpt, public~aws of eighteen hundred 
and eighty-five, and shall be subject to all the requirements and 
penalties therein contained." 
l 
Sect. 8. The court shall have jurisdiction, though the 
penalty demanded in any action or prosecution accrues to the 
city of Portland. 
Sect. 9. The municipal court shall be held on Monday and 
Thursday of each week, at.nine of the clock in the forenoon, 
and no civil process shall be returnable at any other time. 
Amended, P. L. 1859, Co 57 by striking out the words "and 
'lhursday", to read: 
Sect. 9. The municipal court shall be aald on Monday of each 
week, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, and no civil procesS !" 
shall be returnab l e at any other time. 
A~ENDED, P. L. 1889, c. 210, to read: 
"Sect. 9. 'Ihe municipal court shall be held every day at nine 
o'clock in .the forenoon, Sundays and days on which no courts can 
be held, excepted; all civil processes shall be returnable on 
Tuesda-y of each week and at no · other time; provided, that no 
civil process begun prior to January one, in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and ninety, made returnable on a Monday, 
the present civil day, but otherl·lise in legal form and legally 
served shall be abated, but said action may be entered in said 
court on the fo l lowing Tuesday and the same proceedinffs then 
had as though originally made returnable on that day. 
AMENDED, P. L. 1925, c . 12, to read: 
"Sec. 9o Hour .f'or holding cr i minal ses sions may be ch anged 
from nine o ' clock A. M. The municipal court shall be held every 
day at nine o ' clock in the forenoon, Sundays and days on which 
nocourts can be held, excepted; provided, however, that the judge 
of said court may when in his ,judgment it seems convenient or 
expedient, designate some time in the forenoon other than nine 
o ' clock for holding criminal sessions of said court on said days; 
all civil processes shall be returnable on Tuesday of each week 
and at no other time; provided, that no civil process begun prior 
to January one, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and 
ninety, made returnable on a Monday, the present civil day, but 
otheTwise in legal form and legally served shall be abated, but 
said action may be entered in said court on the following Tuesday 
and the same proceedings then had as though originally made re-
turnable on that day. " 
Sect. 10. fuere shal·l be a recorder of the court, who shall 
always be a justice of the peace, and duly qualified as such, and 
he shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice 
of the council; he shall be duly sworn as recorder, and shall 
keep a fair record of Uhe proceedings of the court, and deliver 
copies, when required; for the same fees which are allowed to 
justices of the peace. 
P. L. 1859, c. 57, add: 11 All writs issued by said court shall 
be under its seal and bea~ test of the judge, and shall be .signed by 
the recorder." 
P&SL. 1879, c. 151, provides: "In case of a vacancy in the 
office of recorder of the municipal court for the city of Portland 
in the county of Cumberland, by death or otherwise, the judge of 
sa d court may appoint some suitable person to perform the duties 
of that office until the vacancy shall be filled in the manner 
-provided by law. 11 
( 
\ 
Sect. 11. \Vhen the judge is absent, it shall be the duty of 
the recorder, and he shall have authority to exercise all the 
powers of the iudge, excepting the trial of issues in civil 
actions . 
Last eight words of the preceding 
REPEALED m~ implication by P&SL . 1863, c. 290, the following 
beinff enacted thereby: 
Durin~ the temporary absence of the judge of the municipal 
court of the city of Portland, the recorder of said court is 
hereby authorized and empowered to try and determine civil ac-
tions and process within the iurisdiction thereof." 
AMENDED, P. L. 1887, c. 28, sec. 4, to read: 
"Sect. 11. tfuen the judge is abs'ent or is interested, it 
shall be the duty of the recorder, and he shall have authority 
to exercise all the pov-rers of the judge. 11 
AMENDED, P. L. ~~0~, c. 157~o read: 
"Section 11. When the judge is absent from the court room, or 
is interested, it shall be the duty of the recorder, an~ he shall 
have authority to exercise all the powers of the judge.' 
AMENDED, P. L. 1925, c. 9, to read: 
"Sec. 11. Judge may direct recorder to act when judge is 
presen t . When the judge is absent or is interested, or when the 
jud~e is present and lo directs, it shall be the duty of there-
corder, and he shall have authority to exercise all the powers 
of the iudge." 
( 
( 
Sect. 12. If the .iudge and recorder are both necessarily 
absent,1 the Judge may designate some justice of the peace duly 
qualified, to perform the duties of his office; or if .the judge 
should not so designate a judtice of the peace, the recorder 
may do it. 
Sect. 13 . When the office of judge shall be vacant, the 
recorder shall finish the business pending before the roourt; 
and during the continuance of such vacancy, t he .justices of the 
peace residing in the city of Portland may perform all acts and 
duties appertaining to the office of justice of the peace. 
P&SL. 1863, c. 290, seco 2 provides: 
In case of vacancy by death, resignation or otherwise in 
the office of judge of said court, the recorder aforesaid may 
try and determine all actions, civil and criminal within the 
jurisdiction of said court, until a judge . shall shall be appointed 
and qualified. 
P. L. 1915, Co 253, REPEALS AND REPLACES sec. 13: (without 
reference to P~SL 1863, c. 290, sec. 2, supra) 
"Section 13. When the office of judge shall be vacant, the 
recorder shall finish the business pending before the court, and 
shall have jurisdiction over all new business and carry on the 
business of the c ourt during any vacancy in the office of judge. 
The recorder shall further have and enjoy all the powers and 
privilege~ during his term of office that are now ac corded to 
the judge. ;· 
"Section 2. All acts and part~of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed." ('Ihis seems to repeal P&SL 1863, c. 290.) 
Sect. 14. No justice of the peace residing in the city of 
Portland, except during the vacancy in the office of the judge of 
said court, as mentioned in the preceding section, shall in any 
manner take cognizance of, or exercise jurisdiction over any 
crime or offense, or in any civil action, wherein the judge is not 
a party interested; nor accept or rece i ve any fee or reward 
therefor; and any such justice of the peace, by violating this 
section, shall forfeit twenty dollars, to be recovered on in-
dictment. 
Sect. 15. But nothing in the preceding section shall be 
construed as prohibiting the justices of the peace, residing in 
Portland, from exercising at all times, all the power and juris-
diction given them by any laws of the United States. 
Sect. 16. When the judge is occasionally absent from the 
room or office in which the court is held, the recorder shall 
have power, on proper complaint·, to issue warrants for the ap-
prehension of persons charged with any criminal offense, or 
breach of the peace; and such warrants shall have the same 
authority as if issued by the judge. 
REPEALED AND REPLACED, P. L. 1895, c. 134, sec. J4,: 
"Sect. 16. When the judge is occasionally absent from the 
room or offic e in which the court is held, the recorder shall 
have the povTer to hear complaints in all criminals (sic) matters, 
draw complaints and issue warrants for the apprehension of persons 
charged with any criminal offense or breach of the peace; to hear 
accusations in bastardy and issue warrants thereon, and all war-
rants so issued by the recorder shall have the same authority as 
if issued by the judge. Said recorder shall make, stgn and issue 
all mittimuses, or other processes of commitment from said court, 
but said mittimuses or processes of commitment shall be equally 
valid if signed by the judge." 
REPEALED AND REPLACED, P. L. 1901, c. 157, sec. 2.: 
"Section 16. 'Ihe recorder shall hear complaints in all crimi-
nal matters and in accusations in bastardy, draH· all complaints 
and sign all warrants, take bail, and make and sign all processes 
of commitment, but the same shall be heard and determined as now 
provided by law; such batl may be taken by the judge and such com-
plaints, accusations, warrants and processes of commitment drawn 
and signed by the judge of sa,id court shall be equally valid." 
• 
Sect. 17. fue ,judge of said court shall receive an annual 
salary of one thousand dollars, and the recorder an annual 
salary of five hundred dollars, which salaries shall be paid in 
the manner provided by the one hundred and fiftieth chapter 
of the revised statutes, in respect to the judge and recorder of 
the municipal court, formerly existing in Portland. 
~v\\<J'J P. L. 1857, c. 50: 
\ Sect. 1. The salaries of the several judges of the municipal ~~ and police courts of the cities of this state, shall be fixed by 
,<.\ the mayor and aldermen of the several cities aforesaid, and shall 
, J' be paid to said judges out of the several treasuries of said ci-
'\. ~ ties, quarterly; and all fees received by said judges shall . be by 
:1 ( ~~ ,~ them paid into the several treasuries of their said ctties quar-
~ ~ ' terly, for the use of said cities, except in cases where the com-
~' pensation of said ,judges]Jl by the act providing for their appoint-
~~ ment or election, is fixed by allowin~ them the fees in part or in 
'~_f whole accruing in said court. 
Sect . 2. All acts and parts of acts fixing any of the salaries 
of the judges aforesaid, and renuiring the sa~e to be paid by any 
county in this state, are hereby repealed . 
Secto 3. 'Ibis act shall take effect from and after its appro-
val by the governor. (Approved April 15, 1857.) 
P. L 185A, c. 1. Add to Sect. 1. of c. 50, P.L. 1857, "and 
all fees of the aforesaid courts paid after commitment to any 
1ailor, shall be by him paid quarterly into the treasurl of the 
citv where the court in which the fees accrued is held. 
P. &T,SLl c. 146. The recorder of the municipal court of the 
city of Portland shall· receive t he annual salary of six hundred 
dollars from and after the first day of January , · in the year of 
our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-ei ght, instead of the sum now 
allowed by law. (Approved February 13, 1858.) 
P. L. 1860. c. 172. The recorder of the municipal court of the 
city of Portland shall receive the annua~ salary of eight hundred 
dollars from and after the first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord eiRhteen hundred and sixty, instead of the sum now al-
1owed by law. ( Approved March 19, 1860.) 
P. L. 1879, c. l .SO, sec. 9. "The salary of the recorder of 
the municipal court for the city of Portland, shall be eight 
hundred dollars pe r annum, in full for all services. Clerk hire 
for s a i.d recorder, two hundred dollars per annum. Said· recorder 
shall account for all fees, and pay the same to the county 
treasurer." 
- P&SL 1R87, Co 274 REPEALS AND REPLACES all the preceding: 
''The salary of the r ecorder of tlie municipal court for the 
Section 17, continued, - 2 
city of Portland shal l be seventeen hundred dollars, which shall 
be in full of all services , includin~ clerk htre, and it shall 
be the dut~ of said recorder t~ make and post all copies of libels 
and monitions in liquor cases. 
~~esty-~y-Al~-aet&-eRe-~ap~e-e~-aete-~aseas~e~ea~-w~ta-ta~e 
aety-ePe-aePeey-Pe~ea~eeT 
REJ>gALED AND REPLACED, P. L. 1891, c. 1,50: i.th.ougb DQ.t _s.p.ecj-
~ically~~sec~ 4, below) 
"Sect. 1 . 'lhe sal ari es of th e judge and recorder of the 
municipal court for the c i ty of Portland shall be paid out of the 
treasury of the county of Cumberl and, and all moneys, fines, costs, 
court fees of every nature, and proceeds from forfeitures received 
by the recorder of said court, and all fees, fines and moneys ac-
cruing from said court paid to the jailer after commitment, shall 
be accounted for by them respectively and paid over to the treasurer 
of said county quarterly, excepting, however , that all fines and 
proceeds of forfeitures received by the recorder_by reason of the 
violation of any ordi nance of the city of Portland, shall be paid 
over to the treasurer of said ciVy of Portland by him. 
"Sen t . 2. It shal l be the dut y of the county commisstoners to 
furnish and provide at the expense of the countv, all b l anks re-
quired for the use of said court in the transaction of its civil 
and criminal business, including proper books for the record of 
all cases arising in said court . ·And said commissioner(sic) shall 
also provide at the expense of said county, necessary office sta-
tionery and s upplies for the use of the iudge and recorder of said 
ourt in the performance of their off icial duties. 
"Sect. 3. The salar.y of the judge of said court shall be twelve 
hundred dollars per annum payable qaarterly, in full for all serviceso 
"Sent. 4 . .1\11 acts or parts of acts conrlicting w1th this act, 
sre h~reby repealed. 
"Sect. S. This act shall go into effect on the first day of
11 April, in the year of our Lord e ighteen hundred and ninety-one . 
P&SL 1887, c. 274, spec~fically AMENDED~P&SL, 1897, c . 360
1 to read: 
" The salary of t h e recorder of the municipal court for the 
ci ty of Portland . shall be eighteen hundred dollars, which shall 
be in f ull of al l services, incl uding clerk hire, and it shall 
be the duty of said recorder to make and post all copies of 
libels and monitions in liquor cases." 
P&SL 1897, c • .515 AMENDS P . L. 1891 (P&SL cited incorrectly) 
to read: 
"'Ihe salary of the judge of said court shall be fifteen hun-
dr ed dollars per annum payable quarterly,in full for all services . " 
Section 17, continued - 3 
P. L. 1915, c. 33~, while not amending section 17, does 
provide $780 . for clerk hire in the recorder's office. 
P&SL 1915, c. 22, AMENDS P&SL 1887, c. 274, which traces 
back to the original section 17, to read: 
"'Ihe salary of the recorder of the municipal c ourt for the 
city of Portland, shall be fifteen hundred dollars, which shall 
be in full for all services, and it shall be the duty of said 
r~corder to make and post all copies of libels and monitions in 
liquor cases." (In other words, in 1915, clerk hire was taken 
out of the section providing for the recorder's salary and put 
into the Cumberland County list.) 
P&SL 1915, Co 23, AMENDS P&SL 1891, c. 150, sec. 3 as 
alreadlt .amended by P&SL 1897, c. 515, sec. 1, to read: 
'The salary of the judge of said court shall be eighteen 
hundred dollars per annum, payable quarterly, in full for all 
services." . 
P. · L. 1917, c. 242, raises amount for clerk hire in the 
recorder's office to $1404. 
P . L. 1921, c. 219, clerk hire $1612o 
P. L. 1925, c. 5, II ff $1976. 
P&SL. 1925, c. 61 AMRNDS P. L. ( incorrectly cited as P&SL ) 
1891, c. 150, sec. 3, as amended to read: . 
The salary of the judge of said court shall be twenty-two 
hundr~d dollars per annum, 1payable quarterly, in full for all 
services. 
P. L. 1931, c. 27, clerk hire, $2496. 
P&SL. 1937, c. 21 REPEALS AND REPLACES P&SL 1A87, c. 274: 
"Sec. 1. Salary of recorder. The salary of the recorder of 
the municipa~ court for the citv of Portland shall be $1600 
which shall be in full for all services, and it shall be the 
duty of said recorder to make and present all copies of libels 
and)'non:ttions in liquor cases." 
P. L. 1943, c. 183, clerk hire ~~2912 for 2 years only • 
. P&SL. 1943 AMENDS P&SL 1887, 274, to read: 
S&B. 1. Salary of recorder. The salary of the recorder of 
the municipal court for the city of Portland shall be $2,400 per 
annum, beginning January 1st, 1943, which shall be in full for 
all services, and it shall be the duty of said recorder to make 
and present all copies of libels and monitions in liquor cases. 
Sec. 2. Limitation of act. (2 years only) 
P&SL 1943, c. 62 AMENDS P&IL 1891, c. 150, sec. 3 to read: 
11Seco _a. Salary increased. The salary of the judge of said 
court shall be $3,000 per annum, beginning January 1st, 1943, in 
full for all services." (Limitation of 2 years) 
Portland Mun. Court, Section 17 - p. 4 
P. L. 1945 AMENDS R. S. 194L~, c. 79, sec. 269 to read: 
"for clerks in the office of the recorder of the Portland 
municipal court, $2,912; 11 
P. L. 1945, c. 98 AMENDS P&SL 1891, c. 150, sec. 3, to read: 
"Sec. 3. Salary increased. The salary of the judge of said 
court shall be $3,000 fter annum, beginning January 1st, 1945, in 
full for all services. 1 
P. L. 1945, c. 99 AMENDS P&SL 1887, c. 274, sec. 1, to read: 
"Salary of recorder. The salary of the recordE(r of the 
municipal court for the city of Portland shall be $2,400 per 
annum, beginning January 1st, 1945, which shall be in full for 
all services, and it shall be the duty of said recorder to make 
and pres'ent all copies of libels and monitions in liquor cases." 
c. 225 
P. L. 1947,/AMENDS, R. S. 1944, c. 79, sec. 269, to read: 
"for clerks in the office of the recorder of the Portland 
municip~l court, $3,744, and for special clerk hire $1,500, said 
sum of $1,500 to be available ;'or a period of 2 years only.'' 
c. 350 
P. L. 1949,/AMENDS R. S., 1944, co?9, sec. 269, to read: 
"for clerks in the office of the recorder of the Portland 
municipal court, $4,576, and for special clerk hire, $1,500fi said 
sum of $1,500 to be available for a period of 2 years only. 1 
P&SL. 1949, c. 156 ~MENDS P&SL 1887, Co 274, sec. 1, tp read: 
"Salary of recorder. The salary of the recorder of the 
municipal court for the city of Portland shall be $2,700 per annum, 
which shall be in full for all services, and it shall be the duty 
of said recorder to make and present all copies of libels and 
monitions in liquor cases." 
P&SL 1949, c. 207 AMENDS P&SL 1891, c. 150, sec. 3, to read: 
"Salary increased. The salary of the iudge of said court shall 
be $3,500 per annum, in full for all servi~es." 
P. L. 1951, c. 274 AMENDS R. S. 1944, c. 79, sec. 269, to read: 
"for clerks in the office of the recorder of the Portland 
municipal court, ~~5,096, and for special clerk hire, $1,500~ said 
sum of $1,500 to be available for a period of 2 years only. 
P&SL 1953, Co 59, AMENDS P&SL 1887, c. 274, sec. 1, to read: 
"Salary of recorder. The salary of the recorder of the municiual 
court for the city of Portland shall be $3,500 per annum, which ~ 
shall be in full for all services, and it shall be the duty of said 
recorder to make and present all copies of libels and monitions in 
liquor cases." 
P&SL 1953, c. 157, sec. 2, raises judge's salary to $4,000. 
Sect. lA. As soon as the judge first appointed under this 
act shall be commissioned and qualified, he shall cause a copy 
of his commission and qualification, certified by the magistrate 
before Whom he shall take the oath of office, to be filed in the 
office of the clerk of the judicial courts for Cumberland county, 
and thereupon the police court of Portland, established by an 
act approved March sixteenth, eighteen hundred fifty-five, shall 
be abolished. All civil actions which shall then be pending in 
said police court, or be returnable thereto, wherein the ·debt 
or damage demanded exceeds the sum of twenty dollars, shall 
thereupon be returnable to, have day in, and be fully acted 
upon by the supreme judtcial court for the county of Cumberland; 
and all other actions, suits, matters and things which may then 
be pending in said police court, and all writs, warrants, reoog~ 
nizances and processes returnable to, and which would have had 
day therein had not this act been passed, shall thereupon b e 
' 
returnable to, have day in, and be fully acted upon by the 
municipal court establr.shed by this act; and the said municipal 
court established by this actr-and ~dJmT.nicipa~ -court 
shall have full power and authority to grant any execution to 
carry into effect any judgment rendered in the satd police court, 
in the same manner as the said police court mi ght have done, had 
not this act been passed. 
Sect. 19o The records of the said police court, and of the 
municipal court formerly existing in Portland, shall, upon t~e 
abolition of the said police court, be deposited witht, and kept 
by the judge of the court established by this act; and he shall 
grant and certify copies thereof, when required, which shall 
be evidence of the contents of such records in any legal pro-
ceeding. 
Sect. 20o This act shal l take effect upon its approval by 
the governor. 
( Approved February 20, 1856.) 
NE1r1 SECTION, not numbered, added by P. L. 1859, c. 57, sec. 3: 
The costs recoverable by parties in said court shall be as 
follows: The plaintiff, if he prevail, shall be entitled to recover 
one dollar for his writ, and the defendant, if he prevail, shall be 
entitled to recover an attorney fee of one dollar; and all other 
costs recoverable by either party, shall be taxed as before justices 
of the peace . 
NRW SECTION, not numbered, added by P. Lo 1895, c. 134, sec. 5: 
"In all actions in which the amount recovered exceeds twenty 
dollars, the costs and fees of parties and attorneys shall be the 
same as in the superior court, except that the defendant, if he 
prevails, shall be allowed two dollars for his pleadings." 
( 
c 
PRESQUE ISLE MUNICIPAL COURT : 
Establ i shed 1917 145 
Revised 1945 58 
Rental 1955 163 
Salaries 1949 85 
1953 62 
1957 160 
Warrants, criminal, to be drafted by 
recorder 1949 85 
Judge and recorder shall both be residents of Presque 
Isle . 
The recorder shall be appointed by the Governor with 
the adv i ce and consent of the Council. 
1945' c 58. 
( 
( 
( 
ROCKLAND MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established as POLICE COURT P. L. 1850 
Jurisdiction; fees; salary p • L. 1852 
New charter P&SL. 1861 
Amended: 
Court of record; disposition of fees; 
1864 salary, etc . 
Fees 18~4 
Jurisdiction 18 6 
, appeals, rental, etc. 1895 
Recorder's duties in absence of judge p .L. 1862 
Salary and rental P&SL 1880 
1883 
Terms 1901 
Laws consolidated 1903 
Laws revised, court to be "known also " as 
Municipal Court 1909 
Jurisdiction 1911 
Salaries, etc. 1919 
1931 
1943 
1945 
, recorder's bond increased 
1949 
1953 
Laws revised 1955 
Judge to be a resident of Knox County; recorder 
to be appointed by the Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Council, and also to be a resident of 
the county. 1911, c. 264. 
Chapter 
166 
283 
78 
3~5 55 
140 
304 
176 
217 
305 
398 
114 
368 
264 
101-2 
114 
&3 
67 
~6 
132 
133 
58 
164 
( 
( 
( 
RUMFORD FALLS MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Accounting 
Jurisdiction 
, referee; recorder 
Name changed to RUMFORD MUNICIPAL COURT 
Salaries, fees, etc. 
, recorder 1 s duties 
, judge 
, recorder and judge 
• d II JU ge 
Trial justices; extra compensation of judge 
18~9 43 19 5 173 
1901 436 
1903 329 
1955 173 
1917 132 
1927 429 
1929 61 
1945 104 
1951 15.9 
1955 1114-
when performing duties of recorder 1911 119 
Judge shall be a resident of Oxford County, 1899 
Recorder shall be a resident of either Rumford 
or Mexico, and shall be appointed by the 
Governor with the advice and consent of 
the Council , 1903, c. 329 . Or Dixfield , 1955-
173. 
*Jurisdiction , exception repealed 1957 
43 
107 
* 
( 
. ( . 
. ( 
SACO MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Repealed 
P. L . 1849 
P. L. 1852 
Established P&SL 1867 
Books and supplies 
jurisdiction 
II concurrent with Biddeford in 
certain civil cases 
recorder, appointment, duties, etc. 
, salary in absence of judge 
salaries, fees, etc. 
(charter) 
Judge shall be a resident of Sacq; the recorder 
shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Counc ~ l; he shall be a resident 
of Saco and an attorney at law. 1899, c. 119. 
1901 
1868 
1869 
1?91 
1899 
1921 
1872 
1887 
1899 
1947 
1957 
110 
238 
346 
361 
611 
205 
539 
119 
124 
150 
246 
119 
162 
160 
( 
( 
( 
SANFORD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1897 
Jurisdiction 1909 
1915 
Salaries, etc. 1915 
1919 
1925 
1929 
1943 
1957 
stationery, etc. 1901 
Terms 1899 
Judge shall reside in Sa~ford, 1897, c. 522. 
Recorder shall be appointed by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Council. He shall reside in 
Sanford and shall be a tria~ justice. 1897, c. 522. 
522 
340 
33 
39 
99 41 
104 
45 
49 
160 
361 
173 
( 
( 
( 
SEARSPORT MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Jurisdiction 
NOTE: This court is apparently not now in 
existence, but no legislation has been 
found, terminating it. 
Jurisdiction for all Waldo County ia now 
the Waldo County Municipal Court, but 
no court except Belfast is mentioned in 
its charter. 
1899 
1907 
184 
209 
( 
.( 
SKOWHEGAN MUNIC I PAL COURT: 
Established 
Amended as to places and terms 
Name changed to Western Somerset (q. v. ) 
and powers enlarged 
Judge shall be a resident of the county , 
1901' c. 485 
1901 
1919 
1909 
485 
11 
331 
( 
( 
SOUTH PORTLAND MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established by c i ty charter 
Clerk to be appointed by judge 
Clerk h ire 
Jurisdiction 
Rental 
Salaries 
1957 160 
Terms 
Judge shall be a resident of South Portland, 
1895, c. 24-2, sec. 23-I . 
Judge to appoint clerk, 1933, c. 18. 
1895 24-2, ~23 
1933 18 
1951 168 
1905 , 138 
1907 35 
1909 32 
1953 27 
1905 138 
1925 ~~ 1933 
1937 24-
194-3 34-
1953 157 
1955 15g 1905 13 
( 
( 
TURNER MUNICIPAL COURT : 
Established, PUblic Laws of 1852, c. 288, i f so 
voted at referendum. Apparently it was not voted . 
( 
:. 
( 
( 
VAN BUREN MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Establshed 1939 
Terms 1943 
Charter repealed and replaced 1947 
Salaries 1951 
1953 
1955 
1957 
Judge shall be a resident of Van Buren, as shall 
the recorder , 1947, c . 54, sec 1 . 
Recorder to be appointed by Governor with the 
18 
53 
54 
181 
103. 
l 3b 
160 
advice and consent of the Council, 1947, c 54, sec 1 
( 
c 
WALDO COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT : 
Name changed from BELFAST MUNICIPAL COURT,( Q.V. ) ; 
county commissioners to provide suitable 
room in County Court House 1939 22 
Writs returnable in accordance with provisions 
of Revised Statutes 
Charter revised 
Salaries 
1941 
1945 
1949 
1953 
Trial justices deprived of jurisdiction in Belfast 1955 1953 
Both judge and recorder must be a ttorneys 
Peoidtng in Belfast and both shall be appointed 
by t he Governor wit h the advice and consent of 
the Council . 1941, c . 12 
Resident i al restri ct i on removed, 1953, c. 13~. 
23 
12 
114 
105 
150 
183 
130 
( 
( 
WATERVILLE MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Estab l ished 
Revised 
Clerk hire 
Revised again 
Jurisdiction (no naturalization ) 
(County of Kennebec ) 
Salaries 
and f ees, d ispos i t i on of 
Terms 
Trial just i ces, powers of 
warrants 
1880 
1891 
1923 
1941 
1949 
1953 
1897 
1893 
1899 
1893 
1895 
1909 
1915 
1917 
1919 
1921 
1925 
1945 
1949 
1953 
1957 
1909 
1901 
1917 
220 
329 
38 
11 
98 
104 
325 
482 
175 
482 
29 
17 
150 
198 
101 
94 
47 
~5 
98 
20 
104 
160 
17 
415 
198 
Judge must be a resident of waterville, 1891, c. 329. 
Recorder appointed by Governor with the advice and 
consent of the Council, must be a resident of waterville, 
1891, c. 329 . Affirmed, rev i sion in 1897, c 325, for 
both judge and recorder. 
( 
( 
l ) \ 
WESTBROOK MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Revised 
Clerk hire 
Fees 
Jurisdiction 
Recorder, appointment, 
powers, etc. 
Rental 
Salaries 
and clerk hir.e 
Terms, room, etc. 
Trial Justices, J.P.'s, 
powers of 
1883 
1903 
1951 
1893 
1893 
1917 
1925 
1909 
1947 
1957 
1909 
1917 
1937 
1945 
1951 
1953 
1955 
1957 
1957 
1957 
1957 
1885 
1947 
1893 
Judge shall be a resident of Westbrook, by 
provisions of charter. 
Recorder, to be appointed by Governor with 
advice of Council, shall be a resident of 
Westbrook, 1909, c. 282. 
204 
119 
167 
635 
635 
185 
23 
282 
36 
149 
282 
176 
69 
95 
167 
60 
135 
149 
160 
429-97 
429-98 
408 
36 
635 
( 
( 
vlESTERN HANCOCK MUNICIPAL COURT: Chapter 
Established 1893 613 
Recorder 1895 314 
1911 278 
1913 114 
1927 130 
Salari es 1895 314 
1905 74 
1913 114 
1919 26 
1925 51 
1939 95 
1951 117 
125 
1953 ~ff 1955 
149 
Terms 1903 100 
1911 179 
1951 78 
Trial Justices, jurisdiction of 1911 278 
1913 114 
Judge shall be an inhabitant of the county, 1893 613 
Recorder, inhabitant of the county, 1895, ch. 3l!.J-, 
shall be appointed by the judge, 1913, ch. 114. 
( 
WESTERN OXFORD MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Salary 
Judge shall be a resident of the muni cipal 
di~trict, 1945 , ch . 115 . 
No recorder. 
1945 115 
1~55 120 
( WESTERN SOMERSET MUNICIPAL COURT 
Name changed from SKOWHEGAN MUNICIPAL COURT, 
Q. V. , AND CHARTER REVISED . 1909 331 
Civil actions 1957 82 
Clerk hire 1949 130 
Detainers 1919 11 
Di sclosure commissioner, approval of 
expense accounts 1953 51 
Rental 1951 188 
Salaries 1927 102 
1945 82 
1947 153 
1949 130 
1957 194 
( 
Terms 1951 178 
Towns, additional, where court may sit 1919 11 
Traveling expe~ses of j udge 1943 81 
Writs and processes 1947 28 
Judge shall be a resident of the county, 1909, cp . 331 . 
( 
( 
WESTERN WASHINGTON MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Jurisdiction 
Salaries 
1921 
1925 
1929 
P. L . 1941 
Repealed P.L.l943 
P&SL. 1937 
1947 
1951 
1955 
1957 
Towns, additional, where court may sit 1937' 
Trial Justices, jurisdiction of 
Writs, etc. 
1925 
1937 
P. L. 1943 
113 
30 
106 
59 
67 
16 
67 
147 
57 
160 
16 
30 
Judge shall be a resident of the jurisdiction, 1921, c. 113 . 
Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for the 
county shall be recorder, ex officio, 1921, c. 113. 
( 
( 
WINTHROP MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 1901 
Revised 1903 
11 
, especially re terms and jurisdi ction,l919 
Rental 
Salaries 
1953 
1953 
1957 
429 
356 
61 
16 
33 
160 
~ Judge shall be a resident of Wi nthrop of Monmouth, 1903, c. 356. 
Governor and Council may appoint a recorder, who 
shall be a resident of W~rop, 1903, c 356 . 
YORKSHIRE MUNICIPAL COURT: 
Established 
Fines , overloading 
Salaries, etc. 
Trial Justices, jurisdiction of 
1911 279 
Po L.l957 177 
&&SL. 1935 
1947 
1951 
1957 
1915 
30 
141 
144 
144 
153 
Judge shall be a resident of the munic i pal district, 
the recorder, who shall be appointed by the Governor with 
the adv i ce and consent of the council, shall be a member 
of the York County Bar. 1911, c. 279. 
